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Data Centers Fast Facts 
 
 

What is a Data Center? 
Data centers are large, climate controlled, facilities for 
managing, processing, and storing data. Data centers host 
servers, databases, cloud services, websites, applications, 
etc. They are used for everything from online shopping to 
off-site data backups to high performance computing. Data 
centers have established industry standards for design and 
construction. 

Energy Intensity 
Data Centers are energy intensive. 
 
For reference the US Department of Energy estimates that about 
1MW of power can serve 1000 households. 
 
1 Plant Vogle Reactor (1.2 MW) can serve 1.2 million households OR 
about 6 Data Centers. 
 

 
Figure 1. From https://www.ajc.com/news/atlanta-news/large-data-center-planned-near-conyers-east-of-
atlanta/WNCHKV23WZBNFIYAGIFOYZE6LY/ 

https://www.eia.gov/tools/faqs/faq.php?id=97&t=3
https://www.eia.gov/tools/faqs/faq.php?id=97&t=3
https://www.georgiapower.com/company/energy-industry/generating-plants/plant-vogtle.html
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